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Editorial 

"And let us consider how to stimulate 
one another to loue and good deeds" 
(Hebrews 10:24, NASBJ. 

AN INSPIRING EXAMPLE 
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FOR YOUR CHILD'S WELL-BEING ... 

by Patricia Skalka 

T ommy, age 5, knows how to spell "relief"-R-O-L-A-I 
D-S. Kimberly, 6, can say "hello" in Spanish and 
French. Jennifer, 3, thinks all doctors are men. David, 

4, flawlessly recites the ABCs. Tommy, Kimberly, Jennifer, 
and David represent the nation's children. Like their peers, 
they watch an average of26 hours of television every week. 
Like many kids in America, they learn about life from the 
images that flicker constantly across the rectangular screen in 
their home. But what are they learning? The question 
continuesto nag parents, teachers, and child-development 
experts. 

For many years people were 
concerned about the effects of TV 
violence on children's behavior, 
and of TV commercials on their 
dietary habits and buying de 
mands. In response to pressure 
from the public and from special 
interest groups, broadcasters have 
reduced commercial time on 
weekend kid shows. But as re 
centlyas 1981, industry represen 
tatives argued that the violence 
issue is spurious, despite much ac 
cumulated data to the contrary. 
Today a larger question domi 

nates discussion of television's im 
pact on children: Does TV, which 

is so much a part of life in the 
United States, stimulate growth 
and learning in children or IS it 
turning our youngsters into a 
generation of zombies? 
In a nation where many 

children spend as much as one 
third of their waking hours watch 
ing television, and where, by the 
time he or she graduates from 
high school, the average child has 
logged 15,000 hours before the set, 
TV's effect on them is not a mat 
ter to be taken lightly. 
In 1982 the National Institute 

of Mental Health issued a lO-year 
update on the role TV plays in our 
lives, especially children. Among 
points the report makes about TV 
and young viewers are these: 
• Heavy viewing is associated 

with lower imagination and less 
creativity. 
• Television does not provide 

material for imaginative play. 
• Reading comprehension is 

lower for students who watch a 
great deal of TV. 
• Television seems to interfere 

with educational aspirations. 
In light of the fact that, for so 
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many viewers, television provides 
programs that are entertaining 
and informative, why is it that the 
medium appears to fail children so 
miserably? There are many theo 
ries and answers to the question. 

For parents to understand that 
television can have adverse 
effects on children, they must 
realize that youngsters do not 
"see" television in the same way 
adults do. "The impact television 
has on a viewer depends to a great 
extent on what the viewer brings 
to TV," explains Marieli Rowe, ex 
ecutive director of the American 
Council for Better Broadcasts. 
The adult viewer can critique 

and analyze content, tune out ir 
relevancies, follow complicated 
flashbacks and absorb a fast 
paced sequence of action. For the 
most part, children cannot. 
Very young children are unable 

to distinguish fantasy from reality 
on the telivision screen. They do 
not know what is fact and what is 
opinion. They do not understand 
the basis of many of the events 
that occur. They are exposed to 
the whole world - as seen 
through the eyes of the TV screen 
- before they have developed the 
ability to understand and to cope 
with the larger society. 

Peggy Charren, president of Ac 
tion for Children's Television, 
cites two major TV-and-children 
problems. (1) Kids watch too 
much television, and the TV view 
ing comes at the expense of other 
activities critical to normal and 
healthy development. TV is a pas 
sive experience; young children 
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learn through active participation 
in play and social interaction. (2) 
Television offers too little diver 
sity and too little programming 
especially created for child au 
diences. Despite the fact that 
adults tend to equate children and 
television with kid-TV programs, 
in reality 80 percent of what is 
offered on the screen is adult 
programming, which kids watch. 
"Unfortunately, the situation is 

getting worse rather than better," 
says Charren. 
Some programs that bore adults 

are good for kids. Studies show 
that Mister Rogers' Neighborhood, 
for example, which is slow-paced 
and provides time for kids to think 
things through, actually stimu 
lates creative thought and im 
aginative play. Surprisingly, other 
children's programs, like the 
once-heralded Sesame Street, have 
come under limited fire. Critics 
warn that the fast format can con 
tribute to a shortened attention 
span. They also question whether, 
because of these types of shows, 
child viewers learn to think or 
merely to repeat by rote. 
Some detractors argue that the 

medium itself is detrimental to 
young children. A Time special on 
TV and kids reported on a 
Massachusetts study that found 
even exciting TV shows did little 
to stimulate brain-wave activity in 
children. Instead of being atten 
tive, the young viewers were "just 
sitting quietly in the dark." 
John K. Rosemond, a master's 

degree psychologist in Gastonia, 
N.C., who specializes in family 

In a nation where 
many children spend 
as much as one-third 
of their waking hours 
watching television, 
and where, by the time 
he or she graduates 
from high school, the 
average child has 
logged 15,000 hours 
before the set, TV's 
effect on them is not a 
matter to be taken 
lightly. 

practice and authors the syndi 
cated column Parents, agrees that 
TV by its very nature is harmful 
to children. "Content is irrele 
vant," says Rosemond, though he 
makes a "slight exception "for 
Mister Rogers. "Television is bad 
for kids because kids watching TV 
are doing essentially nothing." 
They are not, says Rosemond, 
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Irnnica ,(~v(~n while cr rt.ics 
lambast TV's effect on learning 
and development, many educators 
and industry mnovat ors arc ac 
tively, and they say successfully, 
using television as a t eaching fool. 
In Philadelphia, for example a 
former high school English 
teacher used scripts from popular 
TV shows to establish a reading 
program for primary pupils, In 
Chicago. a non profit organization 
develops TV-related study guides 
for use in the nation's schools, 
The operative word is use, These 

are examples of people using 
television to a specific end, rather 
than being used by it. 
And this, say experts, provides a 

valuable lesson for parents, 
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AND NOW, A WORD ... 

Here is a partial list of publica 
tions for parents; check your library 
or school for additional resources:* 

"Television and Behavior: Ten 
Years of Scientific Progress and Im 
plications for the Eighties," U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Servies, National Institute of Mental 
Health, DHHS Publication No. 
(ADM) 82-1195. 

"The ACT Guide to Children's 
Television," Evelyn Kaye, Beacon 
Press, Boston, 1979 ($5.95). 

"Changing Channels: Living 
(Sensibly) With Television," Peggy 
Charren and Martin W. Sandler, Ad 
dison-Wesley, Reading, MA, 1982 
($24.95 hardcover, $11.95 trade 
paperback). 

"Parent Power! Common Sense to 
Raising Your Ch' ren in the 
Eighties," John ond, East 
Woods Press, Char ,NC, 1981 

($10.95). Paperback: Pocket Books, 
1983. 

"Teaching Television: How to Use 
TV to Your Child's Advantage," 
Dorothy G. Singer, Jerome L. Singer, 
and Diana M. Zuckerman, The Dial 
Press, New York, 1981 ($10.95). 

"Children and Television ... A 
Primer for Parents," John P. Murray 
and Barbara Lonnbort. Single copies 
of the 12-page booklet are available 
free by writing: TV, Communica 
tions & Public Service, Boys Town 
Center, Boys Town, NE 68010. 

For further information, write: 
Action for Children's Television, 

46 Austin, St., Newtonville, MA 
02160. 

The American Council for. Better 
Broadcasts, 120 E. Wilson St., 
Madison, WI 53703. 
*These books are NOT available 
through the Bible Advocate Press. 
Check your local bookstore for these 
books. 

Despite the pervasive nature of 
television in society, parents can 
take a stand against it. You do not 
have to feel helpless - you can 
take control of the talking box. By 
doing so you will be performing a 
valuable service. 
First, realize you are not alone 

in the struggle to understand and 
affect television viewing and 
programming; many organiza 
tions and resources are available 
to help. Second, realize you have 
options: 
• You can limit viewing 

time. 
"Cutting down to fewer than 10 

hours a week makes sense for 
most families," says Charren. 
(She makes possible exceptions 
for bedridden or latch-key 
children, who may need television 
to fill a void in their lives.) Rose 
mond advocates no TV for 
preschoolers; and up to only seven 
hours per week for older 
youngsters. (His two children, 
ages 10 and 13, watch three to five 
hours of TV weekly; to keep view- 
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ing under strict parental control, 
the set is in the master bedroom, 
and the children must ask permis 
sion to enter and use it.) 
• You can choose what will 

be watched. 
"Watch programs - not televi 

sion," says Charren. "Limit young 
children's viewing to the kinds of 
programs they can deal with," 
suggests Rowe. 
• You can - and should - 

watch TV with your children. 
Why? So you will know what 

they are watching; so you can ask 
questions about the programs and 
turn the session into a learning 
experience; so you can explain 
what is happening on the TV 
screen. 
• You can teach your 

children to be critical viewers. 
Make sure they understand 

there are different types of TV 
programs. Question them about 
what they've seen. Let them hear 
your own critical comments; point 
out to them what is real, what is 
not. 

• You can get involved with 
the broadcasting process. 
Television technology is 

burgeoning and the new word in 
TV, says Rowe, is "narrow 
casting." Networks reach out to 
large, diverse audiences; new 
techniques enable TV to develop 
programs for small, specialized 
viewer groups. 
Learn how you can become part 

of cable TV in your area (in many 
instances, cable franchises must 
legally offer studio access to the 
public - you can literally walk in 
the door and produce your own 
show). Learn about closed -circui t 
possibilities in your school system. 
Find out if your library or local 
public broadcasting station offers 
participatory TV activities for 
kids. 
• You can demand better 

TV programming for your 
children. 
Public airwaves are just that, 

says Charren - they are owned 
by the public. Stations must oper 
ate "in the public interest." As a 
parent, you have the right and the 
responsibility to voice opinions 
about programs available for kids 
and to demand better program 
ming for them. 
As for the recent government 

study that has prompted so much 
renewed interest and discussion of 
TV and children, here are two 
more points worth considering: 
• Yes, violence on television 

does lead to aggressive behavior in 
children. 
• Yes, children who watch a lot 

of television have poorer nutri 
tional habits than children who do 
not watch as much. 
The report cautions that we as a 

nation must begin to take TV and 
its impact seriously. TV is not just 
a casual part of daily life, not 
merely an electronic toy. 
Rather, television is a powerful 

force we must learn to understand 
and control - for the sake of the 
children. • 

Reprinted by permission of Friendly Ex 
change. the magazine of the Farmers In 
surance Group C 1983. 
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Elder Stanley Kauer is 
remaining active in 

Oregon, and the Eugene 
brethren are making 

good use of the January 
Bible Advocate. 

Proposed Bylaws 
To Be Published 
The Coordinating Committee 

will publish the full text of the 
bylaws it has prepared for presen 
tation to the 1985 session of the 
General Conference and General 
Council meeting in Logan, Utah. 
The text will appear in the March 
April issue of the Messenger. 
These bylaws have been devel 

oped following exhaustive con 
sultation with the executive 
boards of both the General Con 
ference and General Council. 
They were introduced to the 
memberships in session during 
the 1983 General Conference and 
General Council meetings. At that 
time members were given oppor 
tunity for input and comment. 
Now, having considered each sug 
gestion carefully, the Coordinat 
ing Committee has prepared a 
final draft of the bylaws and their 
adopting resolution. 

If these bylaws are adopted by 
both memberships in July 1985, 
they will represent the basis for 
the unification of the Conference 
and the Council. Also, they will 
become the basis on which the 
unified church will operate. 
Be sure to look for and read the 

report of the Coordinating Com 
mittee in the next issue of the 
Messenger. 

rent Events in Light of Bible 
Prophecy; and Resources for Per 
sonal Development. Additional 
discussion related to the proposed 
unification rounded out the 
program. 

Faithful Servant 
Memorial Fund Update 
After a year or more of inac 

tivity, two grants were made in 
December 1983 from the Faithful 
Servant Memorial Fund. The 
amounts were $200 each to Daniel 
Davila and Ken Moldenhauer. 
Daniel is in the middle of a doc 
toral program at Iliff School of 
Theology in Denver, while serving 
the church at Summit and with 
Missions Abroad. Ken is pursuing 
graduate studies at Denver Semi 
nary, in addition to his service as 
assistant to the pastor in our 
Denver Church. Both men are 
committed to an ongoing and im- 

Ministers Attend 
Ann'ual Retreat 
Three ministers from the Gen 

eral Conference attended a 
ministerial retreat sponsored by 
the General Council. Elders Ray 
Straub, Rick Straub, and Abel 
Zaragoza attended the retreat, 
along with two dozen other men 
who met in Turner, Oregon, 
December 29-31 for the annual 
event. Workshop topics included: 
How to Get Out of a Rut; Leader 
ship Styles; Marital Bonding; Cur- 
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Daniel Davila (l) and Ken Moldenhauer (r) are recent recipients of grants 
from the Faithful Servant Memorial Fund. 

proving vocational service in the 
Ch urch of God. 
An additional award will be 

given to a Summit School student 
early in this year. 
Students who wish to apply for a 

grant may write a letter of request 
to the Faithful Servant Memorial 
Fund, c/o the General Conference 
offices. Please state particulars 
about your current schooling and 
career goals. 

John Roina Attends 
Major Seminar 
Denominational executives, 

pastors, and laity, including John 
Roina, Director of Media Out 
reach, were among the 635 in 
attendance at the "How to Plant a 
Church" seminar sponsored by 
the Charles E. Fuller Institute of 
Evangelism and Church Growth 
held at Pasadena in late Novem 
ber. 
"As evidenced by the response," 

which included participants from 
66 denominations, 42 states, and 
four countries, "church planting is 
a widely felt need," said Carl F. 
George, director of the institute. 
"One of the most important 
denominational tools for growth is 
the establishment of new 
churches," he said. 
Comments encouraging the 

Fuller Institute to hold more semi 
nars in more places have already 
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resulted in definite plans for a 
seminar in Chicago, May 23 
through June 1, and considera 
tions for a more advanced event in 
Pasadena next fall. 
The main speaker at the event, 

Dr. C. Peter Wagner, professor of 
church growth at Fuller's School 
of World Mission, considered the 
seminar a powerful work of God. 
Attendance far exceeded any 
thing Wagner had expected. 
Wagner and George originally 

intended to hold a seminar for be 
tween 40 and 150 pastors and 
denominational executives in 
terested in church planting. In 
terest had been sparked among 
them by students who made 
career changes after taking 
Wagner's course in church plant 
ing at Fuller Seminary. 
The first time Wagner taught 

the class, seven students commit 
ted themselves to church planting 

John Roina, Director of Media Out 
reach, recently attended an impor 
tant church planting seminar. 

instead of pursuing established 
pastorates. A similar response 
was seen as a result of the semi 
nar. For example, one pastor 
called Wagner to say that the 
"seminar revolutionized his life." 
He gave notice to his church the 
day after the seminar telling them 
that in the near future he plans to 
start his church planting career. 
John's attendance at this major 

seminar is a continuation and 
further development of the work 
initially authorized and begun 
under the Church Growth 
program. "Planting new churches 
is the next logical step for the 
Church of God," says John. He 
adds, "For a variety of reasons, 
there are limitations in the size 
and growth potential in some of 
our congregations. As an evan 
gelistic alternative, participation 
in projects which plant new 
churches is a direction many con- 
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gregations could pursue." 
During the coming year John 

will be studying new approaches 
to church planting, and will be 
recommending strategies to de 
velop church planting programs. 

San Jose Seekers 
Host "All Nations" Day 
Representatives of "All Na 

tions" recently gathered in San 
Jose, California. Seeker Directors, 
Esther Garcia and Rita Arroya, 
helped organize the children of 
the San Jose Church in a gospel 
tribute to the missions work of the 
Church of God (Seventh Day) in 
18 countries. The theme of their 
presentation was "Go ye into the 
world and preach the gospel." 
So authentic were the costumes 

worn by the children that one of 
the newest members of the con 
gregation asked if the children 
had been flown in from their 
respective countries, and asked 
who was going to pay for it. Many 
thanks to the mothers for making 
the childrens' costumes so gen 
uine and for a job well done. 
The "All Nations" presentation 

was so successful that the mem 
bers of the Church asked that the 
program be repeated a second 
time in the same day. 
The main purpose of the pro 

gram was to inform members, via 

the children, of the missions work 
being done in other parts of the 
world. The information given 
covered the names of the coun 
tries where the Church of God 
(Seven th Day) is pres en t, the 
membership of each country, and 
the number of local churches they 
each have. 
The San Jose Church was 

deeply touched by the presenta 
tion and will continue to actively 
support the missions work of the 
Church of God (Seventh Day). 

Oklahoma City Church 
Needs Minister of Music 
The Oklahoma City Church of 

God is in need of a Minister of 
Music. In recent months the 
Church has been blessed by 
considerable growth in attend 
ance. However, the area of music, 
considered extremely vital, is 
seriously lacking. 
The OKC Church is looking for 

someone wh'o is capable in con 
gregational song leading, choir 
directing, encouraging and devel 
oping local talent for duets, trios, 
quartets, etc., and planning a 
music schedule. This person 
should also have a sincere love for 
the gospel and be willing to con 
sider hislher involvement in the 
church program a ministry. 

San Jose Seekers in multi-national costumes. 
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A limited financial remunera 
tion may be available, but should 
not be considered sufficient 
reason to accept this respon 
sibility. 
If interested, please contact 

Elder Ray Moldenhauer, 3019 S.E. 
18th Street, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 73115. Phone: (405) 
677-1953 or (405) 670-5284. 

Eugene Brethren to 
Sponsor Retreat 
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFER 

ENCE is the theme of a retreat 
being offered March 23-25, 1984. 
It will be at Woodland, Wash 
ington, 21 miles north of Portland 
Oregon. The purpose of the re 
treat is to encourage and illustrate 
how today's Christians can make 
a difference in their world. 
The cost for the weekend is $28 

per person. If you wish to attend, 
send your reservation request and 
a $15 per person deposit before 
March 1, 1984. For further infor 
mation write Don Patton, P.O. Box 
21215, Eugene, Oregon 97402. 

Hispanic Coordinating 
Commi ttee Meets 
The Hispanic Coordinating 

Committee met following the an 
nual Hispanic Convocation, 
McAllen, Texas, November 27, 28. 
The purpose of this meeting was 
to develop guidelines for the 
operation of the committee and to 
address some of the immediate 
concerns of the Hispanic member 
ship of the Church. The members 
of the Hispanic Coordinating 
Committee are: Manual Ochoa, 
chairman, Hawthorne, California; 
Jesus Martinez, San Antonio, 
Texas; and Manuel Molinar, 
secretary, Marion, Iowa. 
The committee has submitted 

its report to the Executive Board 
for action in its February meeting. 
Its report contains a policy state 
ment identifying the scope of the 
Coordinating Committee's assign 
ment and recommendations on 
how the committee will function 
in 1984. This is accompanied by 
an operating budget. 
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The first issue addressed by the 
Hispanic Coordinating Committee 
and recommended to the Execu 
tive Board is the certification of 
lay ministers or pastors. While 
this program addresses the 
pastoral needs of many small 
Hispanic churches and missions, 
it represents a general approach 
to the identification of and cer 
tification oflaymen who may offer 
pastoral leadership to any small 
church, mission, or Sabbath 
school. 

Three Church Pioneers 
Recently Die 
Three church pioneers who 

were instrumental in developing 
the church's work in the north 
central part of the United States 
died recently. They include 
Clarence Wilkinson and C. H. 
Heywood. Both men were church 
leaders in Michigan. Brother 
Wilkinson was one of the founders 
of Spring Vale Academy in 
Owosso. 
Sister Emma Weir, nearly 101 

years old, was the oldest member 
of the Church of God at the time of 
her death, December 12,1983. She 
and her husband, Martin, were 
church pioneers in Wisconsin. 

Notes From AllOver 
The CENTRAL DISTRICT 

reports three new pastoral assign 
ments in recent months. Elder 
Nick Nimchuk, formerly the pas 
tor of the Calgary, Alberta con 
gregation, is now pastoring the 
Eureka, South Dakota Church. 
Delvin O'Banion, who was serving 
the Shawnee Church is now serv 
ing the Joplin, Missouri brethren. 
And John Lemley, who served in 
Walla Walla, Washington, is now 
the pastor at Stanberry, Missouri. 
Folks from the TOPPENISH, 

Washington Church of God have 
been visiting among Church of 
God groups in the northwest, pre 
senting their childrens' musical 
play, "Kids Under Construction." 
This issue's "HATS OFF TO" 

A WARD goes to Abel Zaragoza, 
pastor of the Eugene, Oregon 
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1 Corinthians 13 Revisited 
Though I have taken three years of Greek and Hebrew, if I 

have not love, I am become a scholarly windbag. 
And though I teach a Sabbath school class, and come to ev 

ery mid-week service, and though I have missed only one week 
of visitation (when I had the flu), if I have not love, I am 
nothing. . 
And though I tithe every week, and always have my Sabbath 

school lesson done on time, and though I send my kids to a 
Christian school, and have driven the kids' Sabbath school 
class to the lake once, and though I invited the minister and his 
family over for dinner last month- if I have not love, the 
whole thing means nothing. 
Love keeps on loving when the other guy doesn't love back. 

af7a~~e ad~~: 1~~!~~aZ;_~~ tf.hen the next door neighbor can a 

af7a~U; :~~7:~~h~~O~[to the next door neighbor when you can 

Love isn't rude to the persistent salesman at the door. 

ho~~v:l~::;~~~~s y~~e~e!~~ l:~: ~~~:t~;een standing in for an 
Love is not happy when your lazy partner at work finally gets 

laid off. 
Lov embarrassed by your 

te 

ee; but the 
because God 

in Eternity 

Church, and the brethren who re 
cently benefited from a Bible 
study on the subject of change. 
These folks used the January 
issue of the Bible Advocate as the 
basis for their discussion. Now 
that's making use of one of those 
"17 Ways to Use and Introduce 
the Bible Advocate." The 
pamphlet, which contains a num 
ber of useful ideas was recently 
distributed throughout all of our 
congregations. 
David Gartner, who has been 

s e r v i n g the brethren in 

ROSWELL, New Mexico, recently 
received a Provisional Ministerial 
License, based upon the recom 
mendation of the Southwest Dis 
trict Board. 
CORNERSTONE Gospel 

Singers are on the road again. 
Following a successful tour among 
Southwest District church groups, 
they are presently on .t.o u r 
throughout the Central District. 
Not only does Cornerstone per 
form before Church of God 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Q Who authorized the forma 
: tion of the Coordinating 
Committee? I don't recall 

the general membership having any 
say in the matter. 

A The General Conference's 
: representatives on the Co 
ordinating Committee were 

appointed by the chairman of the Ex 
ecutive Board in response to a re 
quest for such representation by the 
Board. The Executive Board asked 
that this be done after being informed 
that the General Council (Meridian, 
Idaho) appointed representatives to 
a committee to discuss possible 
unification of the two church organ 
izations. They anticipated that the 
General Conference would do the 
same. 

It is true that the general member 
ship did not express itself in the for 
mation of this committee. It would 
have been impractical to hold off on 
this until the general membership 
could communicate its feelings. 
Without some initial action there 
could have been no forum through 
which to discuss forming a commit 
tee. 

The Executive Board has constitu 
tional authority to serve in behalf of 
the General Conference, except 
when the Conference is in session. 
Appointing members to the Coor 
dinating Committee would fall within 
that prerogative. It felt that it served 
the Conference well in so doing. 

An early item on the agenda of the 
Coordinating Committee was to con 
sider the feasibility of an organiza 
tional unification of the two church 
bodies. The Committee felt that such 
a move would be possible and 
desirable. Its sentiments were 
drafted into a statement and 
published to the membership of both 
churches. 

Since the time that this feasibility 
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statement was made available, the 
question concerning whether to pro 
ceed toward unification was placed 
before every body which represents 
each national church. This includes 
meetings of the Executive Board, the 
ministerial bodies, and the General 
Conference. Each of these organiza 
tions has had opportunity to consider 
the question at least twice. Every 
official expression gave encourage 
ment to proceed. 

The Coordinating Committee 
seeks to represent the thinking of 
both memberships in its meetings. 
Were the members of this committee 
concerned only with their own feel 
ings, the unification might already be 
completed, because the committee 
members appreciate each other's 
fellowship and efforts. They can work 
together smoothly and happily within 
one organization. 

The timing and strategy employed 
by the Coordihating Committee 
seeks to accomplish what will serve 
as great a portion of the membership 
of both organizations as possible. 

The members still have their say on 
the proposal to unify the two 
churches. Opinions and suggestions 
may be given to pastors or directly to 
members of the Coordinating Com 
mittee. 

Furthermore, lt.ls not only the legal 
right, but the moral responsibility of a 
governing board to pursue ideas and 
actions considered to be of benefit to 
the body it serves. This includes the 
formation of committees to study and 
then present its findings. 

The formulation of a committee on 
unity first developed in the spring of 
1976. A general statement of its find 
ings was released to the membership 
of the General Conference and the 
General Council. This committee 
functions for one year. 

The present Coordination Commit 
tee was appointed in the winter of 
1980. It met in June 1980, and again, 

a statement of purpose was released 
to the membership. Less than one 
month later those committeemen 
representing the General Council 
gave its report at the General Council 
business session. In each year after, 
1981-1983, the General Council has 
passed a resolution authorizing the 
committee to continue its efforts 
toward unity. 

In May 1982, a joint Ministerial 
Council convened in Boise, Idaho, 
and adopted a resolution containing 
the following endorsement: 

1. That the joint Council reconfirm 
its support of unification of the two 
bodies .. 

2. That the joint Council request 
the Coordination Committee to pre 
pare the mechanics for full unification 
of the respective bodies to be pre 
sented before each conference or 
council in session in 1983 or at the 
earliest possible opportunity. 

Furthermore, committee members 
from both organizations were present 
at the business sessions where each 
body passed a resolution authorizing 
the continuation of the committee's 
efforts. 

Although it is true the membership 
was not involved in the formulation of 
the committee, it is abundantly evi 
dent that the membership has en-· 
dorsed the committee and its efforts 
since the summer of 1981. 

- Ray Straub and Glen Palmer 

Q. It sure seems to me that 
• the deciSion to unite the 
General Conference and 

the General Council is a foregone 
conclusion. I would like the Coor 
dinating Committee to respond. 

A. If I understand your senti- 
• ments, you feel that the 
unification of the Denver and 

Meridian Church of God (7th Day) 
organizations is a decision already 
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made by certain leadership, with 
everyone else expected to fall in line 
without objection. If that is correct, 
then my answer is, "No; the decision 
to unite is not a foregone conclusion 
in any official sense." 
The reason for my response is sim 

ple: the full and final decision to unite 
will be made by the memberships of 
each organization in session during 
the summer of 1985 - and not until. 

All discussion and promotion of the 
issue prior to that time is only the 
pre-game warmups. These are the 
preliminaries. The time that really 
counts is when we will meet in ses 
sion in 1985. That vote, and that vote 
alone, will determine officially 
whether unification succeeds or fails. 

Considering that fact, the concern 
expressed reminds me of the problem 
supposedly experienced in Moscow 
when someone broke into the Kremlin 
and stole the results of next year's 
election. Perhaps that is possible in 
some churches, but not in either of 
our organizations. 

In matters such as this one, the 
decision rests completely in the 
hearts of our church memberships 
who will attend the national meeting 
in 1985. We operate democratically, 
and there is no way that the outcome 
of the vote can be known prior to the 
time it is cast. 

From now until then is the time for 
every member to get involved, to par 
ticipate in the preliminaries by asking 
questions, giving opinions, and ex 
erting influence in the direction of 
their conviction. Not until after the 
final vote is taken will it be too late. 

Perhaps the reason it may seem to 
some people that unification is a 
foregone conclusion is the strong 
favor given to it on official levels. 
Some of the church assemblies which 
have gone on record endorsing 
unification are the General Con 
ferences of 1981 and 1983, the 
Ministerial Council of 1982, the Ex 
ecutive Board (of the General Con 
ference), as well as the correspond 
ing assemblies representing the 
General Council. In most cases, the 
votes have been with large majorities 
favoring unification. 

Such evidence can certainly lead 
one to believe that unification has a 
better than average chance of suc 
cess. But the concluding vote is not 
yet taken. Officially, the score is still 
zero to zero, and it will be so until 
July 1985. So in the meantime, get in 
volved! 

JAN-FEB 1984 

Yes, a lot of progress has been 
made on the road to unification. It has 
been the Coordinating Committee's 
assignment to plan and promote 
unification, and we are gratified with 
the support we have received from 
many quarters. We feel that unifica 
tion will be a step forward for us all. It 
would be a disappointment, and a 
waste, we believe, in God's work, 
should unification fail. That is why we 
continue our promotions. 

But perhaps we are wrong. And if 
we 'are. we are certainly trusting that 
God's good purposes will prevail 
among our brethren who will make 
this decision in 1985. 

Plan to attend that convention! 
Your vote will count just as much as 
mine! 

- Calvin Burrell 

Q. Why can't we vote on unity 
• in our local church? Why 
must we come to con 

ference in 1985 to vote on unity? 

A. There are several legitimate 
• reasons why the vote on 
unification between the 

General Conference and the General 
Council must be taken when. the 
General Conference of the Church of 
God (Seventh Day) is in session. 
Presently, that vote is scheduled to 
be taken by the Conference in its 
1985 session. 

The question on unifying the 
General Conference and General 
Council is a complex issue. We are 
discussing much more than a vote of 
uniting two very closely related 

groups of believers. We are dealing 
with some rather complex legal 
issues which involve the merging of 
two incorporated bodies. The Gen 
eral Conference has been incorpor 
ated in the State of Missouri since 
1899. The General Council is cur 
rently incorporated in the State of 
Idaho. Each corporation has assets in 
terms of its real estate and other 
holdings. Therefore, you can easily 
understand that the question of 
unification, from a legal standpoint, is 
not a simple issue. 

When the vote is taken on unifica 
tion it will be on the adoption of a 
lengthy resolution containing at least 
thirteen paragraphs. This resolution 
makes provisions for several neces 
sary and practical issues which must 
be settled as a basis for bringing the 
two churches together. Let me list 
the provisions contained in the 
resolution for unification which is 
being proposed by the Coordinating 
Committee: 

1. Its stated objective is to unite 
the General Conference and General 
Council into one body. 

2. It proposes a revised set of 
bylaws for the adoption of each of the 
churches under which the unified 
organization will operate. 

3. It identifies the headquarters for 
the unified church as those of the 
General Conference, Denver, Col 
orado. 

4. It authorizes the organization to 
function under the provisions of the 
General Conference's Missouri Cor 
poration. 

5. It makes special provisions for 
the restructuring of the General 

The Messenger encourages its readers to 
participate in this dialogue. It is recognized that 
many of our members have earnest questions 
and concerns about the proposed unification of 
the General Conference and General Council. At 
the same time we believe it is necessary to 
properly air the issues, address the concerns, 
and answer the questions related to unity. This 
feature serves that purpose, and we invite your 
questions and comments. They will be used 
anonymously. Answers and responses will be 
provided by members of the Coordinating 
Committee. 
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Council's Idaho Corporation to serve 
as the trustee of local property in 
Meridian. 

6. It makes special provisions for 
the first election of the Executive 
Board of the united conference. 

7. It offers a statement regarding 
the impact of unification of the 
churches on their foreign missions. 

8. It states a policy on membership 
recognition and documentation of 
ministers. 

9. It provides for the continuity of 
the church's publication and litera 
ture through the Bible Advocate 
Press. Summit School of Theology is 
to function as the church's ministerial 
training center. 

10. It provides for the continuity of 
the Conference's district operations 
until they can reapportion member 
ship and hold new elections for dis 
trict board members. 

11. It provides for local churches 
which need some time to fully comply 
with the conference's funding pro 
grams. 

12. It provides instructions to the 
Executive Board in how it may assist 
and promote unification in the field. 

The nature of these questions do 
not lend themselves well to a vote 
taken anywhere other than the Con 
ference in session. They need to be 
fully discussed before they are finally 
adopted. 

The most important item contained 
in the resolution for unification is the 
revised bylaws. Before the resolution 
itself is voted on, the Conference will 
be asked to review each article, sec 
tion, and paragraph of this document. 
It will be perfected at that time for 
final adoption when the resolution for 
unity is voted on. Hence, since the 
resolution for unity contains a provi 
sion for amending the Conference's 
bylaws, it must meet several require 
ments. Our present bylaws require 
that any amendment offered to them 
must first, be sent to the membership 
at least 30 days in advance; second, 
receive a two-thirds vote; and third, 
be presented to the Conference in a 
regular or special meeting of the 
Conference. 

This provision alone would prevent 
a vote on unification from occurring in 
local churches outside of a regular or 
special meeting of the Conference. 
Added to this, our own organizational 
documents, the Articles of Incorpora 
tion and Bylaws of the General Con 
ference, specifically Article 3, re 
quire that the business of the Con- 
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ference be conducted in session. 
Further, when the Conference is not 
in session, its Executive Board of 
twelve men is to "manage" the busi 
ness of the conference. Article IV, 
Section 9, Paragraph H, of our Bylaws 
restates this provision by authorizing 
the Board to, "Exercise the duties of 
the Conference when the Conference 
is not in session." In both cases the 
intent of the Charter and Bylaws are 
clear: the business of the Conference 
will be conducted in its sessions. 

This principle is basic to general 
or common parliamentary authority. 
Please observe the following quota 
tions from Robert's Rules of Order 
Newly Revised: 
"Nature of Deliberative Assembly" 
"A deliberative assembly - the 

kind to which parliamentary law is 
generally understood to apply - has 
the following distinguishing charac 
teristics: 

"It is an independent or auton 
omous group of people meeting to 
determine, in full and free discussion, 
courses of action to be taken in the 
name of the entire group. 

"The group is of such size ... that a 
degree of formality is necessary in its 
proceedings. 

"Persons having the right to par 
ticipate -that is, the members -are 
ordinarily free to act within the assem 
bly according to their own judgment. 

"The opinion of each member 
present has equal weight, as ex 
pressed by vote, in the decisions 
made. 

"Failure to concur in a decision of 
the body does not constitute with 
drawal from the body. 

"If there are absentee members as 
there usually are in any formally 
organized assembly ... the members 
present at a regular or properly 
called meeting act for the entire 
membership, subject only to such 
limitations as may be established by 
the body's governing rules.": 

Perhaps a further quotation from 
Robert's will provide further insight 
into the importance of conducting the 
business of an assembly, such as the 
General Conference in session. 

Under the heading of "Absentee 
Voting," Robert's Rules of Order 
Newly Revised, page 355, states: "It 
is a fundamental principle of parlia 
mentary law that the right to vote is 
limited to the members of an 
organization who are actually pres 
ent at the time the vote is taken in a 
legal meeting. Exceptions to this rule 

must be expressly stated in the 
bylaws." 

Regarding voting by proxy, I wish 
to quote one more passage from 
Robert's. This quotation appears 
under the heading "Proxy Voting," on 
page 360: "A proxy is a power of at 
torney given by one person to 
another to vote in his stead; the term 
also designates the person who 
holds the power of attorney. Proxy 
voting is not permitted in ordinary 
deliberative assemblies unless the 
laws of the state in which the society 
is incorporated require it, or the 
charter or bylaws of the organization 
provide for it. Ordinarily it should 
neither be allowed or required, 
because proxy voting is incompatible 
with the essential characteristics of a 
deliberative assembly in which the 
membership is individual, personal, 
and nontransferable, by use of a 
proxy. But in a non-stock corpora 
tion, where membership is usually on 
the same basis as in an unincorpor 
ated, voluntary association, voting by 
proxy should not be permitted unless 
the state's corporation law - as ap 
plying to non-stock corporations - 
absolutely requires it." 

To summarize, sometimes when we 
start to answer a question by raising 
technical objections, it appears that 
someone is trying to sidestep the 
real issue raised by the question. 
That is not my intent. My interest is to 
demonstrate from our own organiza 
tional documents and from our 
adopted parliamentary authority, that 
it is neither practical nor permissible 
for us to conduct the business of the 
Conference outside its sessions. 
When the Conference is in session, it 
represents the highest earthly 
authority of the Church of God (Sev 
enth Day). It was from this body that 
the Coordinating Committee 
received its earliest mandate to seek 
the means by which the General Con 
ference and General Council could 
be unified. The Conference in ses 
sion has continued to be supportive 
of the unification efforts between our 
two churches. Now, in keeping with 
its legal and historic role, the Con 
ference in session will decide the 
fate of unity in its scheduled 1985 
meeting. 

- Robert Coulter 

j Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised, 
General Henry M. Roberts: Scoll, Fores 
man and co., pages 1, 2. 
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Notes From 
All Over 

(Continued from page 11) 

brethren, but they have been 
receiving many invitations from 
other Christian groups. These 
musical ambassadors are creating 
lots of goodwill throughout the 
larger Christian community. 
Seventeen youth and six 

teachers became "stuck on each 
other" as the ST. JOSEPH Youth 
Sabbath School Department re 
cently held an old-fashioned taffy 
pull. 
The EUREKA, South Dakota 

brethren were apparently blessed 
this past year. At their annual 
Harvest of Thanks services on 
November 12, they received a 

PLEASE NOTE 
This year the Lord's Supper 
should be observed Sunday 
night, April 15. 

The five HOUSTON area 
HISPANIC congregations are 
planning a cooperative revival 
featuring Elder Arturo Gonzalez 
from Mexico City. . 
THE FELLOWSHIP HERALD, 

a publication of the General Coun 
cil, has been promoting the 
Messenger among the membership 
of their church in order to give the 
folks an opportunity to learn more 
about the General Conference and 
its activities. If you would like to 
learn more about the General 
Council and its members, feel free 
to request their publication. 
Though it is free for the asking, 
offerings are accepted in order to 
help defray publishing costs. You 
may write to the Fellowship 
Herald at 302 East Gruber 
Avenue, Meridian, ID 83642. 

United Missions offering of nearly 
$3,000. And to show you how God 
is faithful to those who are 
faithful to Him, revival services 
several weeks later yielded an im 
pressive number of visitors and 
new contacts. Keep up the great 
work Eureka! 
Several churches in OREGON 

have been blessed with an active 
Elder Stanley Kauer who has been 
traveling among the congrega 
tions, preaching on a variety of 
prophecy themes. 

$85 until March 15 

Have you ever wanted to find more Bible 
person or place? To define an obscure To learn 
more about ancient history and culture? To research a specific 
doctrine or topic? To visualize with maps and illustrations 
what it was like in Bible times? If so, you can have your ques 
tions answered with our $100 Reference Library. 
Over the years (1 LLU,"'U of reference books has been written to 

help the Bible. All kinds 
of study best for you? 
The Bible excellent 

. We ",au I,>«O"L 



by George W. Reid 

Assault from 
Hollywood 

T wo full generations of Americans now have grown to 
maturity in an environment powerfully swayed by the 
entertainment industry, first through films and radio, 

then by television as well. If recent government studies are ac 
curate, by the time the typical American youth reaches 18, he 
or she has spent more time being entertained than attending 
school. There is little reason to believe the picture is different 
in many Christian homes. 

George W Reid is Associate Editor of Ad 
vent Review. 
Reprinted by permission of Adventist 
Review, '1983. 
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From their earliest days many 
concerned Christians have been 
uncomfortable with commer 
cialized entertainment. To be 
lievers under profound conviction 
that Christ is soon to come and 
that humanity is moving rapidly 
toward final decisions of eternal 
consequence, the idea of investing 
substantial time or money in 
amusement seems out of 
character. 
Beyond stewardship of time and 

means, as important as they are, 
we see a greater issue. What is the 
impact of the entertainment in 
dustry upon us? 
It would be simple to condemn 

categorically all forms of amuse 
ment. In fact, that approach has a 
hoary and respected past among 
Christians. During its first two 
centuries the Christian church 
found itself immersed in a society 
increasingly taken with enter 
tainment. Greek paganism had 
perfected the drama, and the 
Romans added to it their specta 
cles and circuses. Although some 
of the entertainments were bloody 
and cruel, most were marked by 
frivolity rather than gore. 
Early Christian writers found 

fashionable amusements to be out 
of character with a faith whose 
practice exiled believers to 
catacombs and not infrequently 

cost them their possessions, 
freedom, or even life itself. The 
popular entertainments were per 
ceived to be so threatening to 
spirituality that members who 
persisted in patronizing them 
were dropped from church fellow 
ship. 
But the simple fact that a prac 

tice was accepted or rejected in 
the past is insufficient reason for 
a fixed opinion today. Genuine 
religion is more than fortification 
of past positions; it is progressive, 
forever in pursuit of under 
standing how God's eternal truth 
speaks to us anew. , 
Since the 1930s the entertain 

ment industry has been identified 
with Hollywood, although other 
notable centers have developed in 
several countries. It would be 
difficult to exaggerate the indus 
try's hold on the minds of 
Americans, especially through 
television, which recites its secu 
lar litany continuously in most 
homes when families are at home. 
Where does faith in God stand 

with the Hollywood power brokers 
who command the mind of 
America each evening? Norman 
Lear, influential producer of 
several popular television series, 
leaves no doubt on his part. His 
newly created organization dedi 
cated to combating the influence 
of some religious leaders in 
American life is well known. Re 
cently the Playboy organization 
confirmed reports of its subsidies 
to Lear's war chest. 
Although Lear's project is well 

publicized, he is far from alone. 
Public Opinion magazine recently 
carried a report of a scientific 
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study based on interviews with 
104 key Hollywood professionals, 
acknowledged leaders in their 
field. The study, written by Robert 
Lichter, of George Washington 
University, Linda Lichter of 
George Washington and Columbia 
Universities, and Stanley Roth 
man of Smith College, recently 
was carried in summary form in a 
release from the Religious News 
Service (RNS). Its findings are 
revealing. 
Although nearly all the 104 

professionals came from religious 
backgrounds, 45 percent now say 
they have no religion and only 3 
percent of them attend a religious 
service as often as once a month. 
As the RNS report put it, "Eighty 
percent of the respondents said 
they did not regard homosexual 
relations as wrong and 51 percent 
did not deem adultery as wrong. 
Of the 49 percent who called ex 
tramarital affairs wrong only 17 
percent felt that way strongly." 
The study reported that 97 per 
cent favored the right of a woman 

'to choose an abortion. These 
figures are in sharp contrast to 
the opinions of other Americans 
as sampled by other surveys. 
The entertainment leaders 

come almost wholly from the 
Northeast or California and are 
well educated and well paid, most 
having annual incomes above 
$200,000. In religious heritage, 59 
percen t come from Jewish back 
grounds, 25 percent Protestant, 
and 12 percent Catholic. Most 
regard themselves as political 
liberals. 
Of greatest concern to thought 

ful Christians, however, is their 
sense of purpose. "Two out of 
three," the study revealed, 
"believe that TV should be a ma 
jor force for social reform .... Ac 
cording to television's creators, 
they are not in it just for the 
money. They also seek to move 
their audience toward their own 
vision of the good society." 
It is painfully clear that their 

concept of goodness lies far from 
the principles of the Scriptures. 
We find it alarming that an' elite 
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It is alarming that an 
elite group holding 
largely anti-Christian 
views systematically 
manipulates the enter 
tainment industry to 
implant its set of 
values. 

group holding largely anti-Chris 
tian views systematically 
manipulates the entertainment 
industry to implant its set of 
values. Little wonder so many 
programs and films reek of 
violence, treachery, infidelity, 
profane language, nudity, and 
coarse sexual suggestion. In such 
hands the entertainment industry 
has become the most powerful 
single force to combat Christian 
values. 
What does this mean to Chris 

tians? As ambassadors for Christ 
and recruiters for His kingdom, 
our post of duty lies along the 
sharp line where values conflict. 
Two relatively easy alternatives 
tempt us: to withdraw as far as 
possible, sheltering ourselves 
from the challenge; or to accom 
modate ourselves with wistful 
gesture of hands and simply melt 
into that which surrounds us. Tra 
gically, both these easy answers 
hamper our efforts to win others 
to Christ, who died for them. 

Recognizing both the need for 
diversion and the hazards in 
volved in commercialized enter 
tainmen t, Christians should seek 
wholesome recreation rather than 
mere amusement. In place of 
theater attendance and its coun 
terpart on television, substitute 
outdoor activities and creative in 
door pursuits that build both per 
sonal and interpersonal skills. 
Hobbies, learning new things, 
music, crafts, and other interests 
enrich life while at the same time 
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opening new avenues for reaching 
others, especially the millions who 
grow weary of the ceaseless round 
of shallow entertainment. 
Already American society feels 

the weight of Hollywood, evi 
denced by the nearly universal 
tolerance of divorce as an easy 
solution for marital disagreement, 
militancy of homosexuals, wide 
spread acceptance of unmarried 
couples living together, and the in 
crease of violence as an acceptable 
means to personal desires. 
The thoughtful observer can see 

that on the whole these represent 
the ideas of many in the 
Hollywood establishment. It is 
striking to watch their rapid 
spread through the general public. 
Recognizing the problem, some 

denominations and churches have 
turned to vilification and boycott 
to bring about change, but with 
little success. Hollywood has 
retaliated by portraying earnestly 
religious people as weaselly, un 
balanced, often woodsy types ob 
sessed with a "cause," people who 
can be written off by those among 
us who are rational. 
As concerned believers we must 

deal wisely with this problem. 
Rather than simply leveling 
broadsides at the entertainment 
industry, we would do better to 
recognize its anti-Christian 
character and guard ourselves 
consciously from its influence, 
which now no longer appears in 
theaters alone but is transported 
into almost every home. 
But the best defense against 

evil is the advocacy of good. Sens-· 
ing our peril, we must reinforce 
deliberately our walk with Christ. 
Firmly tied to Him, we are secure. 
Our families and other members 
need to plan constructive ac 
tivities for themselves and other 
church members, leaving nothing 
to default. 
Leisure time can and should be 

used in creative ways, not simply 
for time-killing amusement. 
Rightly used, the human need for 
diversion could attract people 
bored with an impersonal, secular 
world. • 
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LeRoy Dais and the B.A. editorial staff recently met 
with the district overseers, and the Washicks (r) of 
the Kansas City Church are but four of dozens who 
have been impacted by Faith For Our Time. 

family moved from their native 
Guatamala to Bogota, the capital 
city. It was Brother Vega's desire 
to plant a new church among the 
few contacts we had in that city. 
However, due to problems with his 
immigration status, he was unable 
to remain in Bogota for more than 
three months. 
In 1980 the Vega family was 

able to resume the work he had 
begun four years earlier. Today, 
the work in Colombia has been 
visibly blessed, and the Chruch in 
Bogota is thriving. In the four 
years Brother Vega has been 
working in Colombia, the church 
has grown from a small group of 
about 20 members to a church of 
more than 150 people. 
While in Colombia, Elders 

Coulter and Davila visited the La 
Victoria Church in the hills of 
south Bogota, the central church, 
and a mission church in Sibate, 
about 30 miles southwest of the 
capital city. In addition to visiting 
these churches, Elders Coulter 

and Davila participated in a num 
ber of meetings with the church 
leadership there. In meeting with 
the Colombian Conference board, 
Robert Coulter reaffirmed Mis 
sions Abroad's support to the Co 
lombian work. Missions Abroad 
will continue to offer assistance to 
Brother Vega who has not only 
fulfilled his assignment but is con 
tinuing to train pastors and 
leaders as new groups are being 
started. Also, Missions Abroad 
will assist the church's current 
building program. 
After visiting the Church in Co 

lombia, Elders Coulter and Davila 
flew south to Quito, Ecuador. The 
mission in that country began in 
1970 when Missions Abroad spon 
sored the transfer of the Andres 
Leiva family from Honduras, Cen 
teral America. Since that time the 
church has been solidly estab 
lished in Quito, the capital, and in 
Guayaquil, the largest city. Also, 
groups have been established in 
the provinces south of Quito in the 

South America Trip 
Yields Progress 
Robert Coulter. Director of Mis 

sions Abroad, and Daniel Davila 
visited several Church of God 
groups in Colombia and Ecuador 
in December. The purpose of their 
trip was to observe firsthand im 
portant Missions-related ac 
tivities, and to offer guidance to 
the leaderships which will further 
enhance the Church's work in 
those two countries. 
The Colombian Church of God 

has come a long way since its 
beginnings in the mid 1970's. It 
was then that the Antonio Vega 
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towns of Latacunga, Pujili, Sa 
quisels, Salcedo, and Santo 
Domingo. The church in Ecuador 
ministers to up to 200 members 
and sympathizers. 
The primary thrust of the visit 

to Ecaudor was to work with the 
church's national conference and 
ministerial staff. Elders Coulter 
and Davila held two lengthy ses 
sions with the national board. In 
addition to evaluating particular 
needs of the Ecuadorian Church, 
several programs concerning 
ministerial training and assign 
ments were developed. 
One of the most productive ac 

tivities of the trip was being able 
to spend three days with Brother 
Leiva and his workers as ideas, 
programs, problems, and solutions 
were discussed. Because of this 
particular mini workers' con 
ference, the conference board 
gained insight into the needs of 
the church and how many of them 
could be met immediately and in 
long-range planning. Expressions 
of gloom and defeat among the 
workers were replaced with 
renewed enthusiasm and excite 
ment as the board members came 
to see that they could deal effec 
tively with their local problems. 
Other highlights of the trip to 

Ecuador included participation in 
Sabbath services, baptizing five 
new members, and conducting Bi- 

ble studies among a sizable, 
enthusiastic youth group in Quito, 
Missions Abroad plans to follow 

up this visit by sponsoring a two 
week training seminar in 
Ecuador, in August 1984. 

African Trip Planned 
Robert Coulter, Director of Mis 

sions Abroad, is making plans to 
visit the Nigerian Church of God 
(Seventh Day) in March 1984. It 
has been some time since Elder 
Coulter last visited the Nigerian 
Church. 
While in Africa, Elder Coulter 

will also make an in-the-field in 
spection of the Church of God 
(Seventh Day) in Kenya, East 
Africa. 
The Kenyan Church may be 

sizable. It reported that more than 
2,000 persons attended its annual 
convention in August 1983. 

Summit School 
of Theology 

S.S.T. News Notes 
Nine students enrolled in Sum 

mit's winter quarter classes: John 
Baird, Vernon Caswell, Dave Car 
son, Jack Hines, Lee McClendon, 

The Antonio Vega family of Bogota, Colombia. 
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Ken Moldenhauer, Steve Opher, 
Whaid Rose, and Eric Straub. 
Only four of these men are 
fulltime enrollees. In addition, two 
men who formerly attended 
classes on campus are continuing 
their studies by correspondence. 
John Castellanos is home in his 
native San Antonio, Texas, while 
Luis Lopez is assisting in the 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Church. 
Instructor Daniel Davila was 

busy during winter break. He ac 
companied Robert Coulter on a 
Missions Abroad tour to Colombia 
and Ecuador, South America. In 
addition, he participated in the 
annual Hispanic Convocation, and 
was a guest speaker at the South 
west District youth retreat, both 
held in Texas. 
Spring Quarter classes begin on 

March 9. Classes being offered are 
Systematic Theology, New Testa 
ment Literature, Christian Ethics, 
and Urban Ministry. 
It is not too early to begin plan 

ning for Summit's Summer Ses 
sion, which is scheduled for June 
4-15 in Denver, Colorado. Courses 
planned include: Ghandi & Non 
Violence; The Doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit; The Doctrine of the 
Church; Theology and Practice of 
the Ministries of the Church of 
God (Seventh Day); Pre-Marital 
Counseling; and Practical Pastor 
ing. In addition, several Spanish 
lanugages classes will be offered: 
Evangeliode Mateo; Decisiones y 
la Biblia; Predicacion Trematica 
Textualy Expositina, and Dina 
mica de Gropos. More complete in- . 
formation will be included in the 
next issue of the Messenger. 

Whaid Rose Spends Break 
in South America 
S.S.T. student, Whaid Rose, 

spent part of his winter break 
ministering to church brethren in 
Guyana, South America. Whaid 
assisted Elder Lael Tikili in a 
number of activities, including a 
crusade held in Georgetown, the 
capital city. Despite economic 
difficulties there, the enthusiasm 
of the brethren, who are spread 
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among seven congregations, re 
mains high, according to Whaid. A 
major concern of the brethren in 
Georgetown is the purchase of a 
church building. Without it, 
Whaid reports, the church's ap 
peal to the community is ham 
pered. Whaid also visited the 
Church in St. James, Trinidad, 
West Indies. He observes that the 
church's progress there has been 
enhanced due to its ability to 
sponsor a regular radio ministry 
on the island. 

S.V.A. Semester Wrapup 
Spring Vale ends its first 

semester and first half of the 
school year on a positive note. 
Enrollment was up and several 
new students joined the program 
beginning the second sememster. 
What is especially encouraging is 
that for the second year in a row, 
the number of freshmen is more 
than 20. Assuming these students 
attend Spring Vale for four years, 
total enrollment could be over the 
100 mark in a few years. 
Finances always are a source of 

concern. However, contributions 
have been good. In fact, response 
to our recent fund raising drive to 
complete the cafetorium project 
has been encouraging. We are now 
using the upstairs portion of the 
facility, even though we are mak 
ing do with some of our older 
equipment. About $11,000 is still 
needed to complete all of the ob 
jectives associated with this major 
effort. 

Students Score 
Well on ACT 
Eleven students recently took 

the American College Testing 
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(ACT) program exams. All of our 
students scored well. Of particular 
note is that two students tied for 
the highest score at Spring Vale. 
Monique McCoy and John Crisp, 
both from Conroe, Texas, scored 
at the 92 percentile of college 
bound students who took this test. 
Hugh Harvey scored 89, while 
Jennifer Lincoln scored 82. 

Computer Science 
Added to Curriculum 
Due to monies received from a 

Federal grant, Spring Vale has 
purchased a Commodore 64 com 
puter' forming the basis for 
adding computer science to the 
school's curriculum. Presently, 
the system features a single disk 
drive unit and CRT. A printer will 
be added in the near future. 
Students are excited about the 

new piece of equipment. Denise 
McCoy, who has experience with 
the computer, is working with the 
other students during the famil 
iarization process. Several basic 
disks are helping the students 
understand how the computer 
works, while additional programs 
will be added. 

Publications 
. Agency 
B.A.P. Staff Meets 
with District Overseers 
The Bible Advocate editorial! 

management staff met with the 
district overseers on November 13 
and 14 to discuss the magazine's 
ministry and its future. In these 
discussions it was recognized that 
although the Bible Advocate 
ministry is 120 years old, the 
magazine is current and is still 
one of the most viable teaching 
and outreach ministries of the 
Ch urch of God (Seventh Day) to 
day. 

Calendar 
Notes 

MARCH 1984 
9 SST Winter Quarter Ends 
16-18SVA Spring Break 
19 SST Spring Quarter Begins 
31 Free Literature Day 

APRIL 1984 
3 S.S. Report Due at BAP 

15 Lord's Supper 

CAMPMEETINGS 
Meridian: June 29-July 7 
Central: June 20-23 
West Coast: July 4-7 
Southeastern: July 11-14 
Northeastern: July 17-21 
Canadian: July 26-28 
Dover: July 29-August 4 
Southwestern: August Date 

To be Announced 

The men focused on plans for 
the Bible Advocate for the next 
three years as they relate to the 
mutual interests of the districts 
and the Publications Agency. The 
plans include the following 
features: 

1. Increase the circulation of the 
Bible Advocate to provide for the 
spiritual needs of more people, 
especially in areas where we have 
churches so the churches can help 
with personal attention and 
followup. 

2. The B.A.P will redouble its 
efforts to increase support from 
families and individuals so the 
percentage of support from the 
districts can be decreased. 

3. The B.A.P. staff will offer to 
train personnel from local 
churches in doing followup work 
in their areas. This will become an 
important part of this ministry of 
meeting the overall needs of the 
people. 
While discussing the need to ex 

pand the circulation beyond the 
present 9,000 stateside sub 
scribers, the group decided to get a 
step ahead of the losses which 
may result from the present 
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Vital 
Statistics 

BAPTIZED AND/OR NEW MEMBERS 
West Coast District: Pedro Avalos, Martha Bigas, Joyce Campbell, Betty 
Courtney, Allen House, ,Juanita House, William Ross, Jose Sanchez, Pat 
'I'irk, Ofelia Torres, Max Van Hoy. Southwest District: Don Bailey, 
Denise Civatarese, Harold Dokupil, Inez Dokupil. Southeast District: 
Marion Mooney, Teresa Mooney,Uaylord Muffley, Rosemarie Muffley. 
Northeast District: Alice Boor, Cheryl Perez, Vernon Porter, Tabeth 
Vaughn, Teresa Young. Central District: Lawrence Jensen, Sandra Lud 
wig, ,Jesse Sanchez; Rhonda Sarcione, Tresa Surbeck. 

DEATHS 
MI. George Lowe, 

age 32, January 
Decemoer 12,1983, Chip 

.Ianuarv l O, 1984, Midland, 

survey among Bible Aduocate 
readers. It was noted that up to 
3,000 subscriptions may be 
deleted, due to lack of interest on 
the part of some readers, or due to 
failure to return the response card 
on the part of others. To fill this 
gap, as well as to introduce the 
magazine to new readers, the 
group formulated plans for a Bible 
Aduocate subscription drive in the 
local churches during the month 
of January. 
Local church participation in 

this subscription drive is very im 
portan t. Bulletin inserts were 
made available to the churches for 
distribution on the last three Sab 
baths of January. Members who 
presently are not receiving the Bi 
ble Adoocate are especially being 
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encouraged to subscribe and 
become readers of their Church's 
magazine. Folks will also be asked 
to submit names of relatives, 
friends, and neighbors whom they 
know would enjoy receiving the 
magazine and would benefit from 
it. 

Response Card Returns 
Late in December when the 

mailing labels for the January 
issue of the Bible Aduocate were 
processed, about 4,600 readers 
still had not returned the response 
cards which were on the Novem 
ber issue. About 2,000 readers had 
returned their cards. Second re 
minders were sent to the 4,600 in 
the form of a special cover on the 

January issue. Procrastination is 
a way of life for many, and Bible 
Aduocate readers are no excep 
tion. 

How We Got the Bible 
Many readers found the series 

of articles, "How We Got the Bi 
ble," printed in the Bible Aduocate 
especially interesting. They also 
appreciated the article entitled, 
"The $100 Reference Library," 
because it answered many ques 
tions about what books would 
really be helpful for personal Bible 
study. For many years the Bible 
Aduocate has spurred its readers 
to deeper study of God's Word. 
The B.A.P. staff is concerned 
about helping to make that study 
as interesting and beneficial as 
possible. Good reference books are 
very helpful in gaining a better 
understanding of the Bible. A 
wide variety of Bible study helps 
and other useful books are avail 
able from the Bible Advocate 
Press. 
Did You Remove 
The Catalog? 
The November-December issue 

of The Haroest Field Messenger 
contained a catalog insert. Did you 
remove the catalog so you can 
keep it in a special place for future 
reference? Be sure to keep this Bi 
ble Study Resource Catalog where 
you can find it easily when you 
need to order Bibles, study 
reference books, or other good 
Christian books. 

Faithful 
Youth 
Challengers 

Landmark Convention 
Would you like to be sure about 

your relationship with Jesus 
Christ? Would you like to be able 
to speak confidently with your 
friends and acquaintances about 
your faith? Would you like to be 
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used of God to lead others to eter 
nal life in Christ? If so, the 1984 
National Youth Convention is for 
you. 

The 1984 National Youth Con 
vention has been scheduled for 
June 25-30, 1984, in Denver, Col 
orado. If you don't attend another 
conference all year, don't. miss 
this landmark convention. 

We encourage any adults who 
work with young people to make 
this convention a priority. Youth 
sponsors, pastors, and young adult 
leaders, will learn practical things 
they may use in their local minis 
tries. In fact, our program will be 
aimed more at the older FYCers 
who may have leadership poten 
tial rather than at all FYCers in 
general. Our purpose is to train 
local leaders so that they may 
train others. Also, for the first 
time, we are officially opening the 
National Youth Convention to 
Young Adults as well as to 
FYCers. 

The 1984 convention will be 
held in Denver, Colorado. Most 
meetings will be held in the 
Denver Church of God (Seventh 
Day). Convention attenders will 
sleep in the homes of Denver 
church members or in facilities 
otherwise arranged. Meals will be 
provided. 
Convention attenders will learn 

how to effectively share their 
faith in Jesus Christ. You will 
learn how to prepare and present 
the story of your personal 
relationship with Christ. You will 
learn how to approach people for 
Jesus. You will learn how to 
answer common objections to 
Christianity. You will learn how to 
lead people to Christ. 

The climax of the convention 
will be three special evangelistic 
slide programs by Campus 
Crusade for Christ's paragon Pro 
ductions. These programs, using 
three large screens and up to 16 
projectors, dynamically present 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ using 
contemporary situations and 
music. Convention attenders will 
be involved in inviting people to 
attend and in counseling those 
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who decide to accept Jesus as 
their Savior and Lord. 
Costs for the convention have 

not been yet determined. But the 
reason we are meeting in the 
Denver church and trying to ar 
range housing and meals at the 
church and in the homes of local 
members is to keep costs at a 
minimum. The Youth Agency will 
provide the program free of 
charge. Attenders may be asked 
to cover the cost of their meals. 
This convention won't be an old 

fashioned "camp" meeting. But it 
won't be a "Love Boat" cruise, 
either. Bring your sleeping bag, 
come ready to study and to learn, 
and think of all the money you 
won't be spending on lush rooms 
and extravagant meals. 
Watch for registration details in 

up-coming issues of the Harvest 
Field Messenger. 

Youth Worker's 
Library 
Our long awaited "Youth 

Worker's Library" is open for 
business. Eventually, youth 
leaders will be able to "check out" 
books, tapes, perhaps even video 
cassettes, and films. Right now we 
are able to offer twenty cassette 
tapes offering seminars on 
various aspects of effective youth 
ministry. 
Seminar leaders include 

Anthony Campola, Les Christie, 
Dawson McAllister, Wayne Rice, 
and many others. Seminar titles 
include Ministering to Junior High- 

ers, Counseling Youth, How to Get 
Started in Youth Ministry, Youth 
Ministry Graphics You Can 
Create, " and more. 
For detailed information con 

cerning what is available and how 
you may take advantage of this 
wonderful resource, clip out the 
order blank in this section, fill it 
in, and mail it to Youth Worker's 
Library, 2237 Newbury Circle, 
Lodi, CA 95240. 

New N.E. District 
Youth Coordinator 
John Schott has been named by 

the Northeast District as its new 
District Youth Coordinator. John 
is a high school teacher from 
Dundee, Michigan. He is replacing 
James Patchen, who recently 
resigned. 
New to the district and national 

youth work, John has been work 
ing closely with his district's over 
seer and board. He was initiated 
into the national work at the 
.Ianuary meeting of the National 
Youth Committee in Lodi, Califor 
nia. 
John will be profiled in an up 

coming issue of The Harvest Field 
Messenger. 

Pen Pal Wanted 
Want to travel half way around 

the world without leaving home? 
Learn new things and meet new 
people? You can visit the Philip 
pines by becoming a pen pal to Ed 
wina Satur. You can write to Ed 
wina in care of Pastor Baltazar 

r---------------------~ I YOUTH WORKER'S LIBRARY I 
I I I Yes! Please tell me how I may become a member of the Youth I 

Agency's "Youth Worker's Library" and borrow cassette tape 
I messages on effective youth ministry. I 
I I 
I Name: I 
I Address: I 
I I 
I I 
I Mail t.o:YC)yth Work~r.'s Library,223.1iNewbury Circle, Lodi, CA 95240. I 

~-------.-----.--------~ 
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equipping the saints for service 
INSIGHT FOR OUTREACH by John Raina 

Did you know that there are 
people in your community who 
would eagerly enter your church 
doors under the right circum 
stances? They're not quite ready 
for Sabbath School or worship 
services, but given the right in 
vitation and occasion, they would 
be there. What would it take? 
Read on. 
Many people today are looking 

for help. They want to be better 
parents, better marriage part 
ners, better managers of per 
sonal finances. They want to live 
less complicated, more healthy 
lifestyles. They want antidotes to 
anxiety, depression, and loneli 
ness. People are looking for relia 
ble, credible, professional help, 
and will go anywhere to get it - 
even to church! 
The New Testament Church 

knew how to reach out to people, 
meeting them at their point of 
greatest need. Paul exhorted 
Titus to, "Let our people also 
learn to engage in good deeds to 
meet pressing needs that they 
may not be unfruitful" (Titus 
3:14), Look at the people in your 
community, learn to recognize 
their needs, and look for ways to 
meet those needs. Your church 
can learn to engage in good 
deeds, also. 
One of the simplest, yet most 

effective, ways to help people is 
to host special events where ex 
pert.guidance can be obtained. If 
there is someone in your local 
church who has . expertise in ia 
given •• area and •.• experience in 
making public .presentations, 
call upon that individual to .help 

Special Events 
with a special presentation in 
your church. If there is no such 
local expert, look for a recog 
nized expert in your area, prefer 
ably one who is also a Christian. 
There is yet another alterna 

tive that may be even better. 
Look for help from nationally 
recognized Christians who are 
experts in the field for which you 
need a resource. No, you proba 
bly can't afford to fly them in for 
a live presentation, but there are 
many fine film presentations 
available. Check with your local 
Christian film distributor for a 
catalog of film titles, and ask 
which films are currently the 
most requested. Film series from 
such notables as James Dobson, 
Joyce Landorf, or Charles Swin 
doll are excellent for special 
events. They have been used suc 
cessfully by Church of God (Sev 
enth Day) congregations to at 
tract visitors, meet peoples' 
needs, and win new church mem 
bers. 
After you have identified a 

need of people in your com 
munity, and after you have 
found good presentation 
materials for your special event, 
plan, organize, and advertise the 
event for. maximum impact and 
benefit to the visitor. Media Out- 

reach can help you with ads. 
Remember that the special event 
will attract people; but, only a 
caring, loving community will 
keep them. The visitor needs to 
be impressed by two things: first, 
the presentation; and second, the 
church people. The congregation 
must view itself as the host of 
the special event, not the con 
sumer. Yes, your congregation 
will be helped by the presenta 
tion, but keep in mind this is an 
outreach event. The needs of the 
visitor come first. 
When this outreach event 

takes place, recruit people to 
serve as greeters. They should 
welcome the guests, ask them 
how they heard about the event, 
thank them for coming, and 
show them to a seat. Also, the 
pastor should make brief in 
troductory remarks at the begin 
ning of the presentation. He 
should also welcome the guests, 
and let them know that this 
special event is being offered as a 
service. to the greater com 
munity. His remarks should con 
vey the feeling that your church 
is trying to be a help to parents, 
families, singles, and others. 
Assure the visitor' that your total 
church program - worship, 
study, special ministry groups - 
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is also available to them. Be sure 
to offer other resources such as 
free samples of the Bible Advo 
cate. Invite your visitors to fill 
out a subscription request card. 
This. will give you names and ad 
dresses to followup later .. 
A few brief congregational 

hymns are okay. They give a few 
more minutes for late arrivals to 
enter without missing the start 
of your presentation. Your whole 
introduction, pastor's remarks, 
and songs should take no more 
than ten minutes. Then get right 
into the presentation. 
After the presentation, (if it is 

a film, turn the house lights on to 
the lowest setting), the pastor 
should lead in a closing prayer 
that will encourage everyone to 
apply what has been learned 
from the presentation to daily 
living. Then bring the house 
lights up full, and invite every 
one to gather briefly for refresh 
ments in some other area in your 
facility. This will give everyone a 
chance to become better ac 
quainted. Moreover, it is the 
most important opportunity for 
the visitor to test the openness of 
your congregation. This is the 
time when your church can 
demonstrate the strength and 
sincerity of its love and concern 
for others. 
After the event is over, share 

your experiences and insights 
that you gained from your visi 
tors. Identify what went well, 
and what didn't. What would you 
do differently next time? Then 
start planning the next event. 
Between now and then, keep in 
touch with those people who paid 
you a visit. And be sure to invite 
them to the next event. 
Keep looking for new ways. to 

meet the needs of people in your 
community, and. you will keep 
seeing new faces in your church. 
Some of them will even end up 
staying as. regulars in. your 
fellowship. Could you. ask. for 
anything more? 
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Wooton, Kabasalan, Zamboangga 
del Sur, Republic of the Philip 
pines. 

FYC News 
From Jamica 
FYC leaders and coordinators 

met in Kingston at the Maxfield 
Avenue Church on Sunday, Janu 
ary 29, for the first ever workshop 
since the beginning of the organ 
ized Youth Agency of the 
Jamaican Conference. An in 
teresting and informative pro 
gram was planned. Topics dis 
cussed included developing good 
leadership qualities, developing 
good relationship between FYC 
groups and the FYC Board, finan 
cial reports, individual group mat 
ters, and an open forum. 
In the meantime, the Faithful 

Youth Challengers are preparing 
for their National Concert in 
April. Groups are being asked to 
send two songs on cassette by 
February. And FYCers, don't 
forget the National Quiz in our 
August convention. More on these 
events as time draws near. 

- Submitted by Winston Mills 

The "King's Kids" 
I would like to tell you about a 

special group of children in Meri 
dian, Idaho. They call themselves 
the "King's Kids," and they are 
doing something for their heav 
enly Father. 
A few years ago their sponsor, 

Vanessa Stucker, worked out an 
arrangement between the chil 
dren and a nearby nursing home 
in which each child became a 
special friend to an elderly resi 
dent at the home. The children go 

to the home as a group once a 
month, sing with the folks there, 
and do other activities. But 
equally important is that each 
child also spends time with his or 
her special friend. The results 
have been quite positive. Here are 
commen t s from two of the 
children and one of the parents: 
"I first started going to the 

nursing home over a year ago, and 
have been blessed by it. Going to 
the home and having a friend to 
take a present or card to every 
month gives me something to look 
forward to. Going to the home 
taught me how to talk and re 
spond to old people. An old person 
is just as young as a young person. 
They can be just as good a friend 
as your best friend. 
"My special friend, Emily, and I 

have become very close, even 
though she is much older than I. 
We have lots of fun together. 
Sometimes she'll repeat things, 
but I've learned to deal with that. 
"Maybe some day you'll want to 

do something like this. It's very 
educational, and you'll learn 
things from each other. I love it 
because it has touched me. It's fun 
and I have come to love Emily. I 
will always remember her for 
what she was." - Lisa 
"I like to be a King's Kid. I like 

to go to the rest home and visit the 
old people. They liked it when we 
came to visit them. I had a man 
that I would mostly visit. His 
name was Rolley. We would make 
things for our people like jars and 
stuff. The jars we decorated were 
to put flowers in. We decorated 
them with crepe paper. It really 
makes me feel good to make the 
old people happy. 
"When Rolley died, my family 

was sad. I was really sad when 
he died. We had a lot of fun 
together." - Dallas 
A parent writes: "To see the 

lonely hearts of these older folks 
warmed by the care and personal 
attention of our children is a very 
real blessing. It is truly a double 
ministry. It's undoubtedly uplift 
ing to those who are shut in and in 
many cases neglected. But it's also 
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important to the children as they 
are impressed with the personal 
satisfaction of giving of them 
selves to others. 
"There is nothing I would 

rather see my children involved in 
than this ministry of caring, and 
from it developing character traits 
essential to the life of a Chris 
tian." - Kathy Burnham 

Marion, Iowa Women 
Sponsor Conference 
The Marion, Iowa Women's 

Association is sponsoring a 
women's conference April 20-22, 
at Picture Rock United Methodist 
Camp in Monticello, Iowa. The 
conference theme is "Our 
Children - Our Future." You are 
encouraged to attend and bring 
friends. The cost for the con 
ference is $15 per person, which 
includes room and board. 
Send your registration fee of 

$10 and request more information 
from Mary Lou Molinar, 880 Sec 
ond Street, Marion, IA 52302. 

Help for Ministers' Wives 
A new magazine from the 

publishers of Christianity Today is 
premiering this February. It is 
called Partnership, and is billed as 
"the magazine for wives in minis 
try." 

In reviewing this new mag 
azine, Patti Sprinkle writes that 
"all pastors' wives are not alike. 
Their ranks include tradi 
tionalists, feminists, artists, and 
athletes, women who work 
full time at home and women very 
much involved in careers. 
"Some women feel they are a 

'ministry team' with their hus 
band, some feel pressured to be far 
more involved in church than they 
prefer ... some feel left out of 
their husband's work. Partnership 
will speak to all, because it recog 
nizes that in spite of our dif 
ferences, pastors' wives face some 

realities few other women under 
stand." 
From all indications this mag 

azine should be a much needed 
help to minister's wives, an all too 
often neglected segment of our 
church population. Besides 
benefiting wives of ministers, 
Partnership will also enlighten lay 
people in ways that will enable 
them to better understand the 
ministerial household. 
A charter subscription for one 

year (six issues) is $12.70. Send 
your subscriptions or inquires to 

One of the King's Kids and a special friend. 
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Partnership. Subscription Serv 
ices, P.O. Box 1966, Marion, OR 
43306. 

Director's Report 
Nineteen eighty-three was. a 

long year for Media Outreach; 
long on attempts, long on comple 
tions, and long on accomplish 
ments through the blessing of the 
Lord. The services of Media Out 
reach, in conjunction with the 
efforts of local church workers, 
brought 38 new people into fellow 
ship during 1983. The newspaper 
ads produced by Media Outreach 
and used to promote attendance at 
regular worship and special serv 
ices led over 100 people to first 
time visits in local churches dur 
ing the year. 
In 1983 the new 30-minute, 

weekly version of our radio pro 
gram, F AITR FOR OUR TIME 
completed its first year of broad 
casting since its revival. Cur 
rently, the program airs in four 
locations under the sponsorship of 
eight local churches and one dis 
trict. Of the 38 new members 
brought into fellowship last year, 
six of them came in through the 
radio program. 
Last year Media Outreach pro 

vided services to over 50 con 
gregations in the United States 
plus several congregations 
abroad. In addition to local 
churches, services were provided 
by Media Outreach to the General 
Conference, United Missions 
Board, and Summit School of 
Theology. Agency Director, John 
Roina served as the Chairman of 
the Program Committee for the 
1983 Centennial General Con 
ference Convention. For United 
Missions, six Emphasis Sabbath 
filmstrips and six special 
audiovisual presentations at 
General Conference were pro- 
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duced by Media Outreach. Editing 
and pastup of the PULSE news 
letter for church leaders, plus con 
cept and copy assistance for the 
Harvest Field Messenger back 
cover promotions were also pro 
vided to United Missions. For 
Summit School of Theology, three 
classes were taught by John 
Roina: Evangelism, Motivation 
and Influence (co-taught with 
Steven Brightbill), and Practicum 
in Evangelism. 
Media Outreach's accomplish 

ments in 1983 didn't come easy. 
For budgetary reasons we oper 
ated with a 25 percent reduction 
in staff for the first five months 
and a 50 percent reduction during 
the next two months. We are now 
back up to full staff, and we will 
need to continue at that level to 
maintain the quantity and quality 
of output the Church needs in its 
outreach work. 
With continued prayer and fi 

nancial support from you, we will 
be able to meet the challenges and 
opportunities for outreach in 
1984. During the coming year, 
Media Outreach hopes to expand 
the number of churches sponsor 
ing FFOT. We would like to see 
more churches participating and 
benefiting from newspaper and 
magazine ads. In 1984, we will 
strengthen our partnership with 
you and the Lord to help His 
Church continue to grow. 

Doctrinal Cassette Series 
Part 3 Now Ready 
Production of the third part of 

Media Outreach's "Doctrinal 
Cassette Series" has just been 
completed. Three new doctrinal 
studies have been recorded with 
Elder Ray Straub as the speaker. 
Elder Straub, pastor of the 
Marion, Oregon Church of God 
(Seventh Day), did the research 
and writing on this latest install 
ment of the DCS as well as the two 
previous parts. 
Part 3 consists of three new 

recorded studies on the subjects of 
Baptism, The Meaning of the 
Lord's Supper, and The Frequency 
of the Lord's Supper. These three 

doctrinal studies are packaged in 
a padded vinyl cassette album 
that fits neatly on your bookshelf 
or in your glove compartment. 
You can listen to them while 
working around the house or 
while driving. They are an effec 
tive way to share your faith and to 
help others gain a better under 
standing of Bible truths. 
Parts 1, 2, and 3 are available 

for $12 each, PREPAID U.S.A., 
and $14 each, PREPAID outside 
the U.s.A. Use the coupons in the 
Bible Advocate and Harvest Field 
Messenger to order. 

Faith For Our Time: 
Ministry, Outreach, and 
Goodwill 
FAITH FOR OUR TIME, the 30 

minute weekly radio program of 
the Church of God (Seventh Day), 
can help your church in three im 
portant ways. First, FFOT is a 
ministry to the people of your 
community. Whether churched or 
not, there are many people in your 
community with spiritual needs 
that are not being met. FFOT is a 
radio ministry that encourages 
and inspires its listeners to seek a 
closer walk with the Lord and a 
greater understanding of His 
truths as revealed in Scripture. 
Secondly, FFOT is an outreach 

program to your community. 
Those listeners who are seeking 
Jesus Christ and a church to wor 
ship Him in are introduced to the 
Church of God (Seventh Day) 
through FFOT. They are exposed 
on a weekly basis to the pulpit 
ministries and messages of a 
variety of Church of God 
ministers. A major purpose of our 
FFOT programming is to acquaint 
listeners with our local congrega 
tions. Through familiarity and 
trust built from listening to the 
radio program, we seek to lessen 
the fear of a first-time visit to the 
local church. Additionally, FFOT 
encourages listeners to seek regu 
lar fellowship and nurture that 
can be experienced only in the 
local church. FFOT is a support to 
the ministry of the local church, 
not a substitute for it. 

JUNE 84 

MAY 84 

APRil 84 

MARCH 84 

FEBRUARY 84 

JANUARY 84 

38,760.04 
DECEMBER 83 

30,260.19 
NOVEMBER 83 

2-4,885.75 
OCTOBER 83 

18,298.61 
SEPTEMBER 83 

11,944.88 
AUGUST 83 

$ 4,541.79 
JULY 83 

Third, FFOT promotes goodwill 
for the local church. FFOT is a 
quality radio program that can 
help to build a better awareness of 
your church in your community 
and a greater confidence in your 
ministry. These are bridges worth 
building since they eventually 
become pathways by which people 
enter your church. 
During 1983, six people were led 

in to fellowship with local 
churches through the ministry of 
FFOT. If you think FFOT is an 
outreach ministry that could 
benefit your church, contact John 
Roina at (303) 452-7973, or write 
in care of Media Outreach, Post 
Office Box 33677, Denver, CO 
80233. A free sample tape explain 
ing how to sponsor the program in 
your area will be sent to you upon 
request. 




